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Assembly 
WINTER MEETING 
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JANUARY 24-25, 1998 

9;15 THE MEETING WAS OPENED WITH A WELCOME BY LOIS W. FOLLOWED BY THE 
SERENETY PRAYER. 
DON C  READ WHY WE NEED A CONFERENCE. 
LOIS READ THE VOTING POLICY FROM THE SERVICE MANUAL. 
ALICE G. READ THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. APPROVED. 
JOE G. GAVE THE TREASURER'S REPORT. APPROVED 
LARRY J. GAVE THE CONVENTION REPORT. 
PHIL P. GAVE THE WORKSHOP REPORT. 
BREAK 10-10:30 AM. 
LOUIS P GAVE THE ALT DELEGATE'S REPORT. HE TOLD US ABOUT THE SPANISH 
SPEAKING CONFERENCE THAT WAS HELD IN SAN ANGELO, TX.. HE REPORTED ON 
THE SO. WEST REGIONAL FORUM, HELD IN DECEMBER. HE ENCOURAGED ALL OF 
US TO MAKE PLANS TO GO TO SWRAASA OCT.16, 17, 18, 1998. AMARILLO, TX. CROWN 
PLAZA 3100 l-40W 1-800-817-0521. 
OLD BUSINESS: SHORT FALL FROM THE CORRECTIONAL CONFERENCE THAT WAS 
HELD IN MAY, 1997. THE AMOUNT NOW OWED IS $1,389.00. THERE HAS BEEN MORE 
EXPENSES REPORTED SINCE THE COMMITTEE MTG IN NOVEMBER, 1997. THERE 
WAS MUCH HEATED DISCUSSION. MOVED TO TABLE. 
NO NEW BUSINESS. 
LUNCH 12:00-1:30. 
1 :45 RECONVENED. PHIL E. GAVE THE DELEGATE'S REPORT UNTIL 5:00 WITH 
INTERMITTENT BREAKS. 
7:00PM RECONVENED.. WE BROKE INTO THREE WORKSHOPS.OUR TWEELFTH 
STEP: TOOLS FOR TWELFTH STEPPING: DIVERSITY OF TWELFTH STEP WORK. 
WE TOOK A SHORT BREAK AND BROKE INTO SHARING SESSIONS. 
CLOSED AT 9PM. 

SUNDAY 1-25-98 
MEETING CONTINUED. 
OPENED WITH THE SERENITY PRAYER. 
JUDITH ANN READ WHY WE NEED A CONFERENCE. 
REPORT BACK FROM LAST EVENINGS WORK SHOPS. 
8:30 AM GSR TIME; MANY INVENTORIES COMING UP; ENTHUSIAM LEVEL SEEMS 
HIGH;SOME GROUPS GOING THROUGH CHANGES. 
10:15AM DCM TIME. SHARED A LOT OF GRATITUDE; SHARED CONCERN ABOUT 
GROUPS WHO ARE NOT ACTIVE. 
11 :00AM BROKE INTO CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SHARING SESSIONS. 
11:30 WHAT"S ON YOUR MIND, CHAIRED BY LOUIS P. 
12:30 CLOSED IN THE USUAL MANNER. 
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January 24, 1998 

N.E.T.A. AA Members: 

I am providing the attached copies for the purpose of keeping you 
informed and to answer most of the questions you may have. 

Keeping in mind that the topic of litigation is not on the 48th GSC 
Agenda, although I am sure it will be discussed at length, we have to focus 
on the current agenda items of which all of your input is of the utmost 

importance. 

I encourage each and everyone of you to do your research, know the 
facts and continuously remember our principles in all our current agenda 

items, future items and in all areas of AA. This is one fellowship and as a 
fellowship our foundational principle is love and tolerance . 

• 

Phil E
NETA Delegate 



COPIED FROM THE LAST 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

Members of the General Service Board and the AAWS and 
Grapevine Boards were provided with background information prior 
to the meeting, describing a situation whereby our copyrights appear 
to have been violated by an individual, or group, in Germany who 
have produced unauthorized translations in two languages and have 
printed and distributed our tnµlslation of our book, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, in two other languages. Included in the material 
furnished was background, information regarding: AA's approach to 
ownership of its own literature; historic copyright, translation and 
licensing policies; previous copyright issues that have arisen in the 
U.S./Canada and other countries; background on current problems.

The chairmen of the AAWS Board, MaryJane Roy, read and
provided copies of the following report regarding the AA WS 
meeting of October 29. 

"Management provided the AA WS Board with substantial 
background concerning serious copyright violations, in several 
languages, by an individual in Germany. The same individual has 
also indicated his intention to do the same respecting an ·unautho
rized Russian translation. The board then adopted the following 
resolution: 

"'Resolved: that the AAWS Board recognizes its responsibility to 
preserve and protect the copyrights held in trust for all of AA, both 
here in the U.S. /Canada, and throughout the world. The AAWS 
board further recognizes that unchallenged infringement of our 

• copyrighted literature seriously impacts the future growth of AA
overseas.'

"Following the �doption of the above resolution, the AAWS 
Board authorized management, working with the board's legal 
advisor, the chairpersons of the AAWS and General Service Boards, 
and such other persons as the respective chairs might assign, to take 
such appropriate action, including legal action, as may.be necessary 
to meet the challenge." 

Following discussion, the trustees,ofthe General Service Board 
of Alcoholics Anonymous-unanimously tndorsed and approved the 
resolution of the AAWS Board and advised that the resolution be 
carrried out. 

At the regular meeting of the General Service Board, Monday 
morning, November 3, chairman Gary Glynn announced that he had 
asked Julian R , Pacific-regional trustee; Dean R , 
trustee-at-large/U.S.; and Linda Chczem, Class·A trustee, to work 
with the GSB and AAWS chairpersons and management to assist in 
fulfilling the General Service Board's oversight responsibility in this 
matter. 



Background 
as provided by the 

"Individual in Germany" 

AA BBSG is an AA group. It started in 1995. It is mainly a group 
which works and communicates by snail mail and e-mail because members and· 
supporters live far away from each other in Germany (majority), Austria, 
Switzerland, Netherlands and other countries. Though we have regular 
meetings each Saturday evening near Frankfurt/Main and non-weekly in other 
cities as well. The group was registered in the English speaking European 
AA structure at the GSO York, England, beginning of 1996. 

The group sees its primary purpose in Tradition Five, long form, "Each 
Alcoholics Anonymous group ought t,o be a spiritual entity having but one 
primary purpose - that of carrying its message to the alcoholic who still 
suffers". We fulfill that Tradition by face-to-fact 12 Step work in the 
place where we live, and in distribution of AA literature. Since the summer 
of 1996, we have given away, for free, the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, 
through the world. In Germany (27,000), Hebrew (5,000), Finnish (5,000), 
Swedish (5,000). Currently follows Spanish (20,000), United States 
alcoholics in prison (75,000), and Russian speaking alcoholics in Russia, 
Israel, Ukraine, Latvia, Estonia, Belarus and Sibiria (50,000). We have no 
dues or fees. All our work is prepaid by voluntary contributions. We are 
aware that many organizations - using the AA name - finance their work and 
their employees through literature profits. But we trust in God and adhere 
to Tradition 7. 

Our aim is to re-animate the Fellowship of AA worldwide where it might 
have become almost spiritual sleepy and initiate spiritual awakenings. We 
avoid opinions on "outside issues." But, due to our desire to be and live 
honest and say the truth (even if inconvenient), some members of us face 
gossip and litigation from some people representing the established AA 
structure. 

P:!'ices of the Big Book in foreign countries: Russian $5. 00; Finnish 
$49.30; Swedish $44.00; French $10.25; German $18.00; Norwegian $28.90; 
Arabic $4. 60; Czech $4. 60; Danish $26. 25; Dutch $29. 80; Hungarian $4. 60; 
Italian $18.00; Polish $6.55. We have good experiences with Concept X and 
the principal "Power of the Purse" in Concept VII which binds the service 
entity to the will of a loving God, as He may express Himself in the group 
conscience. If we would not adhere to his will nobody would put a penny 
into the basket and we would have no money to continue our work. If the 
boards, committees or delegates do not do good, the groups and their 
individuals could easily stop contributions and thus give us strong 
directions to change our mind or (in case of an emergency), to stop our work 
altogether. The groups have NO "power for the purse" if their service 
entities source of revenue is mostly from literature income. In The AA 
Service Manual's Concepts X on page 44 says, " ..• emergency usually arises 
when delegated authority has gone wrong, when it must be reorganized because 
it is ineffective, or because it constantly exceeds its defined scope and 
purpose. For example, if the groups are dissatisfied with the Conference, 
they can elect better delegates or withhold funds •.• " Although we are not a 
"Conference" (but just a bunch of recovered alcoholics), we apply this 
principle to our work of love. 



Concerning the experience that alcoholics do not honor what they get 
for free, it will sometimes happen that they throw away a "free Big Book" 
and do not recover through the course of action outlined in the ·12 Steps. 
But we claim progress rather than perfection. Even in the best times of AA 
only 75% of all newcomers recovered. We must simply accept the fact that 
some of our efforts will be in vain. We are a tool in God's hands only. 
The real change in the heart of a human being must come from a Higher Power 
anyhow and is not at our command. 

Concerning different translations, we are aware that every translation 
is an interpretation and the ideal will never be reached. But it is worth 
it to try as much as possible clos� to the original text. AA BBSG adheres 
to that. We are also aware that many important books (the Bible and many 
others) are available in different translations. In Germany there are four 
different translations of the Big Book. None of them has caused an 
alcoholic to drink again. Vice versa it has given a deeper understanding to 
those who searched the versions for meaning of the message. 

From the AA BBSG group . 

• 
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History of [iti9ation 
(The copyright to the First Edition of the Big Book, 

Alcoholics Anonymous, was lost (lapsed) in 1967 and the Second 
Edition copyright was lost (lapsed) in 1983. This was reported to 
the General Service Conference in 1986. In the two years 
following, A.A.W.S., Inc. and The Grapevine, Inc. registered or 
renewed our registration of 6 logos between the time the 
copyright to the Second Edition was lost (1983) and when it was 
reported to the General Service Conference (1986). Howev.er, 
prior to the 1986 Conference and in the two year_s following
there was a rush of registration for 15 logos as either trademarks 
or service marks.) 

In the late 30' s, Sister Ignatia gave pins for years of 
sobriety. Then in the 40's and 50's there were various coins 
given for sobriety. In the 60's poker chips were given. 

Meanwhile, our logo, the Circle and Triangle, was 
registered in 1956. This was renewed in 1973. In the earl! 7_0's 

• some of t1'e chip and medallion manufacturers got perm1ss1on
from GSO to put the Circle & Triangle on their products. In the
late SO's, several A.A.'s complained to GSO of the infringement 

of our logo being used on chips and medallions. (They may or
may not have been aware that permission had been granted
several years before, as indicated above)

GSO mailed out letters to approximately 170 vendors who 
were. using our logo, asking them to 'cease and desist.' All b�t 

two vendors either stopped using our logos or changed thett 
design so as not to infringe. After repeated efforts to settle out 
of court, A.A. W.S., Inc. brought action against the remaining 
infringers. This was documented in a late 1988 GSO Quarterly 
Report. Also, the usober Times", a non-AA publication 
featured a front ]>age article entitled, u A.A. to Fight Trademark 
Infringement"', in its Feb. '90 issue. Some A.A.'s, alarmed by 
this kind of publicity, initiated a vigorous dialogue over the 
next two years with delegates, the General Service Board and 
A.A.W.S. on whether litigate or not; whether litigations where 
in violation of the l()th Tradition and 5th Warranty. 

From the litigation controversy, the Fellowship chose to 
make an issue of "should we have chips and medallions or 
not?" thus avoiding, intentionally or not, the 'real' issue of 
litigation, itself. An ad hoc committee was spawned to study ' 
the Chip and Medallion issue. The result of the 1993 General 
Service Conference were against either of our service 
coq,orations producing chip or medallions. 

year's Conference." There was no Conference vote taken on 
AAWS' proposal. . The proposal stood. 

The next day, after the close of the Conference, during the 
General Service Board meeting, AAWS produced this revised 
policy statement. Its first part sp�ified that they expedite a 
prompt withdrawal of all pendin$ court activity dealing with 
protecting our logo. The threat of losing the then current court 
battle with Friedman Co. stemmed from the earlier permission 
granted in the 70's. . 

Several weeks later the Fellowship was informed that we 
would discontinue using the Circle and Triangle logo offidally 
and remove it from our literature. The reason given was to 
avoid confusion an<Vor implied affiliation with others using our 
logo, since its use outside AA was no longer challenged.. �s 
action was initiated by a 5fl.4f93 letter from the General S�1ce 
Board Chairman to the General Service Board requesting 
permission to give up the logo and for them to respond to this 
matter in 48 hours. It was later found out that this had already 
been activated by the GSO Services Director's signature on a 
legal uconsent Judgment" to Friedman and Associates" on 
5/13/93. Then, still later, it was discovered that A.A. W.S. knew 
before the 1993 General Service Conference that they were 
going to lose the court battle and, in fact, had t'l put the Cir�le 
and Triangle into public domain as part of the agreement with 
the Friedman Co. AAWS did not inform the Conference of this 
fact nor the General Service Board even though the Conference, 
as a whole, was looking into the issue of litigation. 

The General Service Board Chairman formed another ad 
hoc committee in l0f.}3 to look at policies of copyright and 
trademark protection. This was an ad hoc committee of the 
General Service Board and made up of delegates, staff members, 
the GSO office manager and Service Director. This . ad hoc. 
committee recommended to the 1994 General Service 
Conference: 
1) That A.A. W.S. follow the policy on identifying Marks and

Copyright as guidelines until the 1996 Conference,, ·
allowing time for the Fellowship to consider the concerns
surrounding this issue; and this policy be reviewed at the
1996 Conference.

2) The information and questions about these issues be
furnished to the Fellowship at large and input be sought at 

the group level. Regional Fopun workshops and delegate
presentations within each Area could be possible avenues
for dissemination of this information. Specific questions
should include our society's responsibility to AA's
intellectual properties, basic message and the AA name
itself.

3) That litigation is a matter for thorough and cautious
·consideration and should not be undertaken without 

consultation with the General Service Board.

This ad hoc committee also recommended that the General This was turned down by the Conference by a vote of 89 toService Conference find that litigation is a violation of Warranty 30. Again, the Conference decided to 'trust' their · trusted
V; that the General Service Board take steps to make all policies servants to do as they saw fit. and practices conform to the spirit of the Warranties; and for the Several delegates prepared a Censure of the General 
General Service Board to develop a new policy statement for Service Board to present to the '94 Conference. The purpose o inclusion in the Service Manual which reflects the spirit of this 

this measure of an 'official reprimand' was that it was felt the 
committee's. report. Then a similar proposal was made to the General Service Board, on many occasions, had not maintained Conference on Friday afternoon by a Conference member enough over sight of AAWS, their wholly owned service 
whic1', · in essence, stated the same as the ad hoe's corporation., as the Concepts suggest. They felt the Board had recommendation. It was withdrawn after a member of A.A. W.S. allowed AAWS to be the 'tail wagging the dog.' However the 
read a statement which said A.A. W.S. would uimmediately Board Chairman confided with 2 of the concerned delegates, at 
begin a thorough review of its policies regarding our marks, the 1994 Conference, proposing a plan which he would present will do everything possible to avoid initiating litigation and 

Continued on Page 6 will prepare a revised policy statement to be ready for next 

5.



at the 1994 July Board Meeting. The plan was to appoint a 
liaison committee between the General Service Board and 
AAWS to oversee AAWS litigation activity. The AAWS Board 
rejected this ·plan when presented. with it at the 1994 July 
General Service . Board meeting. The General Service Board 
then took no action. News of the failure of this plan and the 
· breach of trust that the General Service Board asked for at the
end of the 1994 General Service Board Conference revived the
Censure again. The Statement of Censure was mailed to the
General Service Board with a dead line for response on 9/1/94.
There was no· response and the rest of the action is another
topic.

In Feb. of 1995, the Maryland Area 29 sent the following
item to be placed on the 1995 Agenda of the General Service
Conference, "The Conference recommends that the General
Service Board and its subsidiary Boards, A.A. World Services,
Inc. and The A.A. Grapevine, Inc. initiate no litigation.".
This request was turned down by the Trustees Conference
Committee. It was brought up as a "Floor Action" at the 1995
General Service Conference, along with three other Floor
Actions, and all Floor Actions were 'refused' discussion.

In Feb. of 1996, the Tennessee Area 64 made a similar
request that "The General Service Board, AAWS and the
Grapevine initiate no litigation and this request for a
Conference Agenda item was turned down by the Trustees
Conference Committee.

In Jan. of 1997, a past delegate from Area 28 submitted the
following Item to be placed on the 1997 Conference Agenda,
"That the underlined sections, in the statements below, of
paragraph 6 of Warranty Five of the 1994-95 A.A. Service
Manual, page 72 and the 1•1 paragraph of Warranty Five, page 73,
be footnoted/endnote to indicate, 'This is 110 longer applies."
Warranty Five, pages 72 and 73, paragraph 6 and paragraph 1
respectively reads: We have a saying that AA is prepared to give
away all the knowledge and all the experience it has-all
excepting the AA name itself. We mean by this that our
principles can be used in any application whatever. We do not
wish to make tJlem a monopoly of our own. We simply request
that the public use of the AA name be avoided by those other
agencies who wish to avail themselves of AA techniques and
ideas. In case the AA name should be misapplied in such a
connection it would of course be the duty of our General Service
Conference to press for the discontinuance of such a practice
always short, however, of public quarreling about the matter."
This request for placement of this on the Conference Agenda
was turned down by the Trustee Conference Committee.

At the November 3 General Service Board meeting it was
acknowledged that there had been communications from the•
Arizona, Area 03, Delegate, that he was relaying a motion by the
Arizona General Service Assembly "not to litigate to protect
copyrights on A.A. literature." This 'motion' was treated as a
'correspondence' and not transferred to the Trustees Conference
Committee for placement on the 1997 General Service
Conference.

Note: This newsletter has quite a bit of discussion on the topic
of "Litigation." It was the decision of the editor to place this
information in the Boomerang because of the outcries that there
just isn't enough h.iormation, regarding litigation, to make an
informed group conscience on the issue. This is the only
information I have available. I'm sure there is a lot more out
there in the Fellowship. It is my hopes that those interested
will contact GSO, the General Service Board and AAWS for
more information regarding the issue. The information !! out
there and one only needs to 'ask' to become more informed..

•
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