
Minutes - 1 

Northeast Texas Area (NETA 65) - Fall Convention and Assembly - September 14-16, 2007 

Sheraton Grand Hotel 
4440 John Carpenter Freeway (Highway 114) 

Irving, TX 75063 

Saturday September 15, 2007 

Area Chair Jim C called the assembly to order and opened the proceedings with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity 
Prayer. Ryan S, GSR of the Chicago Group read “Why Do We Need a Conference?”  

Secretary Arthur S read the minutes of the Summer Assembly, which were accepted as read. 

Alternate Secretary Richard R reported that the mail-outs are going well. The revised schedule for future mail-outs is: (1) 2007 
Fall mail-out will be at the Big Town Group in Balch Springs on Sunday December 2 at 1:30PM (2) the 2008 Winter mail-out will be 
at the Richardson Group (3) the 2008 Spring mail-out will be at the Arlington Central Group and (4) the 2008 Summer mail-out will 
be at the Rowlett Group. Dates have yet to be determined for the 2008 mail-outs. The only open mail-out remaining is for Fall 2008. 
If any group or district would like to volunteer to host it please contact Richard 

Area Treasurer PJ R announced that a Budget Committee meeting was called for Sunday September 16 at the hotel. The June 1 
thru August 31, 2007 Financial Statement had a beginning Operating Account balance of $12,460.30 with contributions of 
$7,395.37, budget items paid of $7,250.00 for an ending balance of $12,605.67. The Prudent Reserve Account beginning balance 
was $10,209.84 with interest of $12.78 for an ending balance of $10,222.62. The total area treasury balance was $22,828.29. 

Alternate Treasurer Mo N reported on expenses paid to date through the Summer Assembly. 

Convention Chair Jim P reported a Convention account balance, as of September 15, 2007 of $1,646.00. The Summer Assembly 
had 223 registrations and 144 coffee starts purchased and was fully self-supporting. The upcoming Assembly schedule is: 

Winter 2008: January 19-20 - Clarion Hotel ($65) 5301 N Stateline Ave, Texarkana, 75502 (903-792-3222).  
Spring 2008: March 29-30 - Sheraton Grand Hotel ($73) 4440 W John Carpenter Fwy, Irving, 75063 (800-345-5251). 
Summer 2008: June 2008 - Waco. 
Fall 2008 (Election/Convention): September - Sheraton Grand Hotel (registration $10, coffee star $12). 
Winter 2009: January - Sherman. 

Alternate Area Chair Jana A reported that NETA workshop schedules were available as handouts. 29 workshops have been held 
so far and groups are doing a great job in hosting them. 4 new DCMs have been recruited to participate in conducting workshops. 

Alternate Delegate Jimmy D reported that the Southwest Regional Forum is October 12-14, 2007 in Denver, CO. The primary 
hotel is full and information is available for alternate hotels. The next SWAARSA will be in St Louis, MO in October 2008 (flyers are 
available). Jimmy thanked the Area Service Committee Chairs for their participation in the North Texas Round-up. 

Structure Committee Member and Past Delegate Pat R reported in behalf of Glenice S who was out of town on a family 
emergency. The Structure Committee met on August 18, 2007 at the Double Tree Hotel. 

 The committee reviewed a proposed amendment to section 2.2 of the Policies and Procedures (P&P) that “If an Alternate Area 
Committee Officer or Alternate Delegate vacancy subsequently occurs, a special election shall be held at the first possible 
assembly.” The committee recommended that the amendment be added to section 2.2. 

 The committee also reviewed a proposed amendment to sections 6.1 and 6.2 of the P&P that changes to the Policies and 
Procedures only be voted on at the Fall Assembly each year. The Structure Committee recommended that sections 6.1 and 6.2 
remain as is (i.e. not be changed). 

Delegate Bill N thanked the hosts who assisted the Convention speakers and announced that the 2007 membership survey results 
have been collected with one group declining to participate. Bill presented an update report on the 2007 Conference advisory 
actions and informed the attendees that copies of the report were available as handouts. Bill also reported that the July 2007 
General Service Board meeting took the first steps to resolve an appeal regarding the rotation of the General Manager of GSO and 
Southwest Regional Trustee Conley B will report on the matter in his Trustee’s report Sunday morning. 

Following a break, Area Chair Jim C explained the procedures for the sharing sessions to be held later in the day for GSRs, DCMs 
and Standing Committees. Assembly proceedings then moved on to the business-meeting agenda. 



Minutes - 2 

Old (or Unfinished) Business Agenda 

Motion submitted by Laureen D, District 92 DCM: on the question to establish an Area Committee Registrar and Alternate 
Registrar positions.  

Outcome: the motion was withdrawn at Laureen’s request. 

New Business Agenda 

Motion submitted by Bill S, Special Needs Committee Chair: on the amended question to: “Increase the current allotment for 
the Special Needs workshops by $100 for 2007 for the cost of an interpreter (for the deaf) for the annual NETA 65 Special Needs 
Standing Committee Workshop.”  

Note: the rate of an interpreter is $50 per hour minimum plus travel expenses. A minimum of 2 hours are required per event - if over 
2 hours, it will require 2 interpreters.  

Outcome: the Chair asked if there was any disapproval. None being voiced, the motion passed by unanimous consent. 

Standing (or Service) Committee Reports, which followed the New Business Agenda, are recorded in a 2-page addendum to the 
minutes to consolidate reports given at the Assembly and the following Area Committee meeting. As an addendum, Committee 
Chairs can revise and extend their reports up to the cut-off date for the Area mail-out. The addendum is posted on the NETA65.org 
web site and included in the Area mail-out as part of the minutes. 

After the Standing Committee Reports, the attendees broke out into sharing sessions for the remainder of the afternoon.  

As the final Saturday agenda item, Delegate Bill N moderated a session of “What’s On Your Mind.” After those who wished to, had 
an opportunity to speak, the assembly concluded with the reciting of “The Lord’s Prayer.” 

Sunday September 16, 2007 

Area Chair Jim C reconvened the assembly for a report from Southwest Regional Trustee Conley B. A question and answer period 
followed the report. 

After the completion of a speaker meeting, which was part of the Convention proceedings, the assembly concluded with the reciting 
of “The Lord’s Prayer.” 

Respectfully submitted:  

Arthur S 
NETA Secretary 


