
Minutes - 1 

Northeast Texas Area 65 (NETA 65) - Spring Assembly - March 29-30, 2008 
Sheraton Grand Hotel, 4440 John Carpenter Freeway, Irving, TX 75063 

Saturday March 29, 2008 

Area Chair Jim C called the assembly to order and opened with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Nicole S, 
Stephenville Group GSR, read “Why Do We Need a Conference.” 

Mock Conference Committees: Delegate Bill N reviewed the final 2008 Conference agenda and explained the organization and 
break-out room locations for the mock Conference committees. The Assembly then broke into mock committees to form 
recommendations to the Delegate on their respective agenda items. After the lunch break, the Delegate moderated report 
presentations from each mock committee and a Q&A session followed. Committee recorders were asked to send their notes to the 
Delegate for use as a reference. 

Officer and Service Committee Reports not shown in the main body of these minutes are included in a 2-page addendum to the 
minutes as combined Assembly and Area Committee reports. 

Sharing Sessions: the Assembly broke into a GSR and a DCM sharing session each of which received overview presentations 
from various Service Committee Chairs. 

Concepts Presentation: after the dinner break, presentations were given for Concepts 1-6. A Q&A session followed. 

Sunday March 30, 2008 Business Meeting 

Area Chair Jim C called the meeting to order and opened with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Dwayne B, 
Combined District 6 Treatment Facilities Chair, read “Why Do We Need a Conference?”  

Alternate Secretary Richard R announced the upcoming mail-out schedule as May 10 at the Arlington Central Group, 1:30PM; 
781 Station Dr, Arlington, phone 817-277-0962. The summer mail-out will be held at the Rowlett Group on a date in August to be 
determined. The Fall mail-out will be at the Frisco Group. 

Secretary’s Report and Minutes - Arthur S asked DCMs to submit in Group and GSR information changes for updating the GSO 
data base prior to printing the national AA directories. The minutes of the Winter Assembly were read and accepted. Concern was 
expressed that the name of the submitter of a motion is shown in the minutes. It was explained that this was done to know who to 
contact and who will present the motion at the Assembly Business meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report and 2007 Budget Review - PJ H-R reviewed reports on the (1) January - February 2008 Financial Statement, 
(2) 2008 Budget Paid to Date vs Actual Expenses and (3) calendar year 2007 Budget Paid to Date Reconciliation. The beginning 
Operating Account balance was $14,679.22 with contributions of $6,884.48, budget items paid of $10,147.52 for an ending balance 
of $11,416.18. The Prudent Reserve Account beginning balance was $10,234.35 with interest of $2.83 for an ending balance of 
$10,237.18. The total area treasury balance was $21,653.36. 

Alternate Convention Chair - Cody K announced that internet problems prevented distribution of a report. A report will be sent to 
the Secretary later. The registration count was 169 with 110 coffee stars. Upcoming assemblies are: (1) Summer, June 21-22, 2008 
at the Diane Heaven Community Center, 400 Schroeder Dr, Waco 76710. Coffee stars will be $10. The hotel to stay at is the 
Clarion, 801 S 4th St, Waco 76706, $84/night (May 20 cutoff for reservations) phone 254-757-2000. (2) Fall (Election) Assembly and 
Convention - September 19-21, 2008 - important note: the previously announced hotel has been changed to the Ramada DFW 
Airport South, 4440 Airport Freeway (Hwy 183), Irving 75062, $69/night (September 5 cutoff for reservations) phone 972-399-1010. 
(3) Winter - January 10-11, 2009 at the Tanglewood Resort, 290 Tanglewood Cir, Pottsboro 75076 (near Sherman) $65/night 
double occupancy (December 27 cutoff for reservations) phone 1-800-833-6569 (web page is tanglewoodresorts.com). 

Alternate Area Chair - Jana A reported that many workshops are scheduled and there are about a dozen to be scheduled. A 
workshop schedule report is posted on the NETA65.org web site and calendar. 

Alternate Delegate - Jimmy D reported that GSO sent a PDF document for answers to the Ask-it Basket questions from the 
Regional Forum in Denver. Attendees who have not received a copy can contact Jimmy. The Texas State Convention is at Odessa, 
June 13-15. SWAARSA 2008 will be in St Louis, MO, October 10-12. Area 38 needs to know if Spanish language members will be 
attending to plan for translation services. Seed money for SWAARSA has been increased from $1,500 to $2,500. Service 
Committee Chairs will be invited to set up tables at the North Texas Roundup from August 22-24. Tables will also be set up at the 
Gathering of Eagles event over the Memorial Day weekend May 23-25. 



Minutes - 2 

Old Business 

9/30/2007 motion, amended 2/10/2008, submitted by Area Delegate Bill N on the question to change the last sentence of 
Policies & Procedures (P&P) sections 3.5, 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 was tabled.  

Secretary’s Note:  

There was confusion and errors on the wording of this motion due to a Secretary’s transcription error that goes back to the Fall 
2007 Area Committee meeting. The error was discovered after the Spring Assembly adjourned and was reported at the Spring 
Area Committee meeting. A corrected and amended motion was placed on the Old Business Agenda of the Summer Assembly. 

9/30/2007 amended motion submitted by Area Delegate Bill N on the question to change P&P section 4.9 as follows to become 
effective 2009:  

“The Northeast Texas Area Fall Assembly and Convention shall pay for the transportation, lodging, meals and registration for the 
following persons: 

Currently reads Change to read 

A. All speakers (AA, Al-Anon, and Alateen)  
B. Northeast Texas Area Delegate 
C. Al-Anon Chairperson 
D. Convention Chairperson 
E. Northeast Texas Area Chairperson 

A. All speakers (AA, Al-Anon, and Alateen) 
B. Al-Anon Chairperson 
C. Voice of the Convention 

Outcome: the Chair asked for disapproval. None being voiced, the motion passed by unanimous consent effective as of 2009. 

New Business 

2/10/2008 amended motion submitted by District 61 DCM Jan L, in behalf of a District 61 member, seeking endorsement by the 
Northeast Texas Area to request that the Delegate submit a letter to the Trustee’s Literature Committee to return paragraph #3, as 
it appears in the 3rd edition, 73rd printing of the Big Book, pg. 546, in the story “Freedom from Bondage.”  

The missing passage is: “I looked around me at people who seemed happy and tried to analyze their happiness, and it seemed to 
me that without exception these people had something or somebody they loved very much. I didn’t have the courage to love; I was 
not even sure I had the capacity. Fear of rejection and its ensuing pain were not to be risked, and I turned away from myself once 
more for the answer, this time to the drinks I had always refused before, and in alcohol I found a false courage.” 

Outcome: the Chair asked for disapproval. None being voiced, the motion passed by unanimous consent.  

Following the Delegate send-off, the assembly concluded with the reciting of “The Lord’s Prayer.” 

Respectfully submitted:  

Arthur S,  
NETA Secretary 
 


