Northeast Texas Area 65 (NETA) -Spring Committee Meeting - April 13, 2008
Hosted by the ODAAT Group of District 54, 2109 W Parker Rd #728, Plano, TX 75023
Area Chair Jim C called the meeting to order and opened with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Seth P, ODAAT
Group GSR read “Why Do We Need a Conference.” Randy D made an announcement about the North Texas Roundup in August.
[Amended] Secretary Arthur S reported that the deadline for submitting changes to GSO for the national AA directories is now May
30. Minutes of the Winter Area Committee meeting were not accepted as read. The Alternate Delegate, Treasurer, Alternate Chair,
Corrections Chair and a past Delegate disagreed with the wording in a paragraph noted as "Miscellaneous." The Treasurer asked that
her response to questions posed on the matter be recorded. The committee approved the action of amending the minutes to address
the Treasurer’s concerns.
Officer and Service Committee Reports not shown in the main body of the minutes are included in a 2-page addendum to the
minutes as combined Assembly and Area Committee reports.
Treasurer PJ H: distributed a March 2008 report which included a Financial Statement, Contributions to NETA and Budget Items Paid.
The beginning Operating Account balance was $14,679.22 with contributions of $2,853.51, budget items paid of $7,679.99 for an
ending balance of $6,592.70. The Prudent Reserve Account beginning balance was $10,237.18 with interest of $1.30 for an ending
balance of $10,238.48. The total area treasury balance was $16,831.18.
PJ noted that a contribution of $532.02 was received from the Texas State Convention. The Secretary asked if a bulk mailing could be
made to the groups regarding area finances. The Delegate and Treasurer will collaborate on putting a letter together.
Alternate Convention Chair Cody K reported that the Spring Assembly had 169 registrations and 110 coffee stars sold. The room
count was 81 nights and didn’t meet a tier of 90 room nights. Incoming funds were $700 from the Treasurer plus $1,468 in coffee sales
for a total of $2,168. Expenses were $2,709.16. The ending Convention account balance was $415.42 (an approximate $250 shortfall).
The Treasurer requested that a Fall Convention and Assembly flyer be distributed at the Summer Assembly for preregistration. The
Secretary requested a copy of a Convention finance report and assembly schedule and also requested that an email notice be sent out
6-7 weeks prior to an assembly reminding trusted servants to make hotel room reservations. The Area Committee approved a $700
advance for the Fall Convention and (Election) Assembly.
Assembly Schedule: (1) Summer, June 21-22, at the Diane Heaven Community Center, 400 Schroeder Dr, Waco 76710. Coffee stars
will be $10. The hotel to stay at is the Clarion, 801 S 4th St, Waco 76706, $84/night (May 20 cutoff for reservations) phone 254-7572000. (2) Fall (Election) Assembly and Convention - September 19-21, at the Ramada DFW Airport South, 4440 Airport Freeway (Hwy
183), Irving 75062, $69/night (September 5 cutoff for reservations) phone 972-399-1010. (3) Winter - January 10-11, 2009 at the
Tanglewood Resort, 290 Tanglewood Cir, Pottsboro 75076 (near Sherman) $65/night double occupancy (December 27 cutoff for
reservations) phone 1-800-833-6569 (tanglewoodresorts.com).
Ad Hoc Committees:
As a follow-on project to the District Mapping committee, Arthur S reported on efforts to create 8 ½ x 11 district and area maps. Sample
maps will be sent to Area Committee members by email for review and comments. Large visuals will also be shown at the Summer
Assembly. In producing the 8 ½ x 11 maps, it would be desirable, for display purposes only, to illustrate District boundaries using
county lines. Urban Districts (i.e. the 50 and 60 series) would be defined by a combination of county lines and major roads and
highways. The Chair emphasized that the maps do not move any groups to any other districts or anything like that - it does not involve
any redistricting.
The Chair read a report on the purpose, background, scope and members of the “Ad Hoc Committee to Update the Area Handbook”.
Jana A, the ad hoc committee chair, conducted a page-by-page review of work to date on the handbook. Also a list of
recommendations compiled by the ad hoc committee was discussed. Handbook reviewers are encouraged to send in comments and
recommendations on the document. The Secretary requested that a Word document copy of the original and current draft handbook be
placed on the NETA65.org web site to allow for them to be downloaded and compared side by side. The Chair noted that a more
detailed handbook review will occur at the next area committee meeting.
Structure Committee past Delegate - Glenice S: reported that the motion regarding Past Delegates practicing the principal of rotation
will be withdrawn. Four other motions received a Structure Committee recommendation of “no action be taken.” Discussions ensued to
explain how the recommendation should be interpreted and to get Structure Committee feedback on each of the motions reviewed.
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The Chair called for the submitters of the motions to state how they wished to proceed:
1. The motion on Past Delegate rotation was withdrawn;
2. The motion to “Establish a position of Area Archivist and Historian” was modified to remove any reference to Registrar duties from
the background information and have the position focus on digital records preservation and creation of an area history.”
3. The motion to have Policies & Procedures changes require a 3/4 majority of the Assembly for approval was withdrawn.
4. The motion for 1-day assemblies was withdrawn with a request that an ad hoc committee be formed to study the matter and make
recommendations. The Chair read a proposed charter defining the purpose, background, scope and members for an “Ad Hoc
Committee to Investigate the Assembly Structure.” The Area Committee approved the ad hoc committee formation.
5. The motion to retire the position of Audio-Visual Chair was amended to read “Retire the Area service position of Audio-Visual
Chair, the coordination of the duties and responsibilities of this position to be assumed by the Literature/Intergroup Liaison.
Old Business
9/30/2007 corrected/amended motion, tabled at the Spring Assembly, submitted by Bill N, Area Delegate on the question to
change sections 3.5, 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 of the Policies and Procedures as follows):
1. The last sentences of sections 3.5 and 3.6 currently read “If the expense amount does not exceed the amount of the advance then
the amount of the excess funds disbursed are to be returned to the NETA Treasury.”
Change the last sentence of section 3.5 to read “If the expense amount does not exceed the amount of the advance then the
amount of the excess funds disbursed are to be returned to the NETA Treasury at the end of each panel (i.e. two-year term of
office).”
Change the last sentence of section 3.6 to read “If the expense amount does not exceed the amount of the advance then the
amount of the excess funds disbursed are to be returned to the NETA Treasury at the end of each panel.”
2. The last sentences of sections 3.7 and 3.8 currently read “If advanced funds for the year have exceeded receipts submitted for
expenses then the amount of the excess funds disbursed are to be returned to the NETA Treasury at the end of each year.
Change the last sentence of sections 3.7 and 3.8 to read “If advanced funds for the panel have exceeded receipts submitted for
expenses then the amount of the excess funds disbursed are to be returned to the NETA Treasury at the end of each panel.
9/30/2007 amended motion submitted by Area Secretary Arthur S to establish an Area Archivist and Historian service position.
2/10/2008 amended motion submitted by Alternate Delegate Jimmy D to Retire the Area service position of Audio-Visual Chair, the
coordination of the duties and responsibilities of this position to be assumed by the Literature/Intergroup Liaison.
New Business
Administrative: discussion ensued regarding the NETA contact for the 2009 SW Regional Forum. The matter will be discussed again
at the next Area Committee meeting.




The agenda for the Summer Assembly was amended and approved.
The Fall Area Committee meeting will be October 19, 1:30PM, at the McKinney Fellowship Group.
The Area Inventory will be held at the Meadowbrook Group on November 9 starting at 10AM.

Nominations: Public Information Chair Jane G submitted the nomination of Lisa Mc as Alternate PI Chair. After presenting her service
experience, Lisa was welcomed into Area Committee service with no disapproval.
Motion submitted by Grapevine/La Vina Chair Linda A to approve a line item increase to the Grapevine/La Vina budget for the
Grape-a-thon, American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter for the key speaker and/or other workshop costs, be added in the amount of
$350. Any unexpended funds will be returned to the Treasurer. Outcome: placed on the Summer Assembly agenda as new business.
The Chair called for a motion and second to adjourn. The meeting concluded with the reciting of “The Lord’s Prayer.”
Respectfully submitted
Arthur S,
NETA Secretary
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Addendum to the Minutes for Consolidated Written Reports
NETA Spring 2008 Assembly and Area Committee Meeting
Alternate Secretary - Richard R - Reported at the Spring Committee meeting that the area mail-out schedule is: (1) May 10 at the
Arlington Central Group at 1:30PM; 781 Station Dr, Arlington, phone 817-277-0962; (2) August at the Rowlett Group in Garland; (3)
and December 14 at the Frisco Group.
Alternate Area Chair - Jana A - Announced at the Spring Committee meeting that a workshop scheduled for June 8 at the
Language of the Heart Group will be rescheduled to a later date.
Alternate Delegate Jimmy D - Reported at the Spring Committee meeting that the Texas State Convention is at the MCM Fun
Dome in Odessa, June 13-15. Flyers are on the Dallas and Fort Worth Central Office web sites. Please send in registrations.
SWAARSA 2008 is in St Louis, MO at the Sheraton Westport Hotel, October 10-12. Area 38 asked members to try to preregister by
September 15. Registration is $5 - a registration form can be downloaded from swraasa2008.org. NETA trusted servants will chair
workshops for AA History Part 1, Grapevine/La Vina, Intergroup and Central Offices and our Delegate will give a short presentation
on Self Support Through Member’s Voluntary Contributions Only.
Delegate - Bill N - Announced at the Spring Committee meeting that if there is any more information from mock committees he
would be most grateful to receive it and thanked all the trusted servants who participated on the mock committees.
Audio-Visual (AV) Chair - Mike W - Please check with your Group Conscience first before scheduling to have the Audio/Visuals
shown at your home group. Right now the calendar is open. The Audio/Visuals have been shown seven times in this quarter. GSO
is now starting of offer DVD’s on the Audio/Visual items (English only at this time). Now have in DVD format the two Bill W talks (his
story and traditions). Note when sending me email, on the email title put Audio, else the mail will go to my bit bucket.
Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Chair - Joe C - Have been attending Combined 6 PI/CPC meetings 9am,
2nd Saturday of each month at the Meadowbrook Group, Ft. Worth. I was unable to attend the last committee meeting Feb. 10 at
Language of Heart because of a death in the family. I participated in District 22 Round Robin on February 23 at Farmersville; had
area CPC meeting on March 8, 2pm at Arlington Central; and presentation at District 24 at Gainesville Anchor Group on March 9.
Upcoming: District 56 CPC meeting 3:00 April 5 at Mesquite Big Town Group in Balch Springs; Combined 6 Special Needs
committee 9:30 March 12 Meadowbrook Group; May 2-4 Heart of Texas Conference in Waco; May 10 3:00 Area CPC Committee
Mesquite Big Town group Balch Springs; May 23-25 Gathering of Eagles Doubletree Dallas; June 13-15 Texas State Convention in
Odessa. The March Grapevine has a special section on Being Friendly With Our Friends. I encourage all to read. I am starting a
new contact list - have a signup sheet at CPC table and need Name / Address / Phone # / email / District #. I encourage all
groups/Districts to have a CPC committee (at least a CPC contact) and am willing to come to your Group, District or other functions.
Please contact me.
Alternate Corrections Chair - Dusty W for Stuart R - We continue to provide presentations on request to Groups and Districts.
NETA CF Committee Literature/Conference Balance Sheet: starting balance as of 1-22-08 was $718.42 with 10 income entries
totaling $452.24; two expenditures totaling $351.88 for an ending balance of $818.78 as of 3-17-08. The NETA CFC Panel to date:
Income is $2,255.36 Expenditures: $1,911.25 with a Literature Income vs Expense = $344.11. The 2007 CFC Conference Income
was: $1,560.00; the 2007 CFC Conference Expense was: $1,418.09. Conference Income vs Expense = (positive) $141.91
(includes $250.00 from District/Group Donations). Prior Panel Register Balance $332.76 available for CFC Conference if needed.
2007 CF Conference Statistics: 86 Paid Registrants, 4 Comp Registrants, and 90 Total Registrants.
We are still requesting the names of any individuals who attended the Texas Dept. of Criminal Justice Volunteer Orientation at the
2007 Corrections Conference. Orange Cans now have a card inside each can for where to send the Orange Can Donation money.
If you have an Orange Can and need the card to put in your can, they are available at the Corrections table or you can contact
Stuart or Dusty.
Grapevine/La Viña (Gv/LV) Chair - Linda A - GVR District 54, Keith C and District 21, Brian W have been valuable workers on the
committee. New Alt. Chair, Caroline R, was accepted 2/10 at the Area Committee meeting. District 54 has a new Alt. GVR, Chris B.
District GVRs, Alternate and Chair are available to speak, make presentations and set up displays at Round Robins, Group
Anniversaries, workshops and conferences. Thanks to the Intergroup offices for having Grapevine/LaVina items available.
Upcoming: 4/12 GV/LV SC meeting, Plano ODAAT, 2:30-4:30pm; 4/13 NETA 65 Area Committee meeting, Plano ODAAT 1:30pm;
4/26-27 Hand in Hand Conference, Lake Murray, OK; 5/2-4 24th Waco Heart of Texas Conference; 5/10 GV/LV SC Meeting 2:304:30pm; 5/23-25 Gathering of Eagles; 6/13-5 State Convention, Odessa; 6/14 GV/LV SC Meeting 2:30-4:30pm will be in Odessa at
the information table; 6/21-22 Summer Assembly in Waco;. 7/12-13 Dist 71 DCM invited a presentation be made at the district
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meeting; 7/20 12-6pm Annual Grape-a-thon Workshop, plays, food and Conley B, SW Regional Trustee, newly appointed to the GV
Board as keynote speaker; Plano ODAAT to host. Special thanks to District 53 for hosting Conley B. 8/9 GV/LV SC Meeting 2:304:30pm need a group in Sherman / Denison / Bonham / Gainesville / Sherwood Shores (Hannah, DCM Jerry G) to speak on GV
History 7pm meeting. 8/10 Dist 24 meeting 2pm. GV Presentation (45 min) 6pm in Van Alstyne. 10/10-12 SWRAASA
“Communication and Participation - the Key to Unity and Self-Support” in St Louis, MO.
Literature/Intergroup Liaison Chair - Bill H - The committee's mid-panel inventory in December showed a need to improve
meeting attendance and communication with central offices in the area and steps are underway by the chair and alternate to
address this. Also, the committee can contribute to area service by helping members and the districts and groups become more
aware of the wealth of AA knowledge and experience available in pamphlet and other publications available at minimal cost.
Improvement in this area will help the groups improve and expand the service they do to reach to alcoholic who still suffers with our
message of recovery. We plan to do as many presentations and displays as possible to assist members of Area 65 to fully utilize
available literature resources.
Special Needs Chair - Bill S - We hold monthly Committee meetings at different locations in the area - locations and times are
posted on the NETA65.org calendar. Via the article in the Feb/Mar Box 459, we have been requested to share our workbook with
other areas and have sent them copies. We have developed copies of literacy help referrals on Special Needs. We will be attending
the Heart of Texas Convention in May and providing a display.
I have attempted to send a Special Needs workbook to all DCMs by email. If you did not receive one, please track me down and I
will give you one. I have a limited supply of printed ones so if at all possible please print the ones I sent. It is also now on
NETA65.org. We have developed a survey for accessibility. Copies are in packets for each DCM. There are enough forms for every
group in each district. Please complete these forms and get them back to me as soon as possible (my address is on the form). We
will maintain a database of this for the area as well as provide requested information to GSO. This survey is bilingual. We are
currently working on producing a Spanish edition of the Workbook.
Structure Committee Chair - Glenice S - Six members were present. Patricia R C, Naomi Z., Jim T, Larry J, Joe P and Glenice S.
Luis P emailed his input on each of the motions to be discussed.
The chair informed the committee the motion to have Past Delegates practice the principal of rotation will be withdrawn at the next
Area Committee meeting.
Motion to create an Area Archivist Historian and Registrar - after much discussion it was unanimously suggested that no action be
taken on this motion.
Motion to change P&P section 6.3 to require 3/4 majority of the Assembly for approval (currently requires 2/3) - after discussion it
was unanimously suggested no action be taken.
Motion to retire the Area position of Audio-Visual Chair - after much discussion it was unanimously suggested that no action be
taken on this motion.
Motion to change the Winter, Spring and Summer Assembly from a 2-day to 1-day event - after discussion it was unanimously
suggested that no action be taken on this motion. Next meeting scheduled at the State Convention in Odessa.
Next meeting scheduled at the State Convention in Odessa.
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