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Northeast Texas Area 65 Area Committee Meeting (ACM) Minutes 
1:30pm – 4:30pm October 15, 2017 
Show Me Group, 1622 West University Drive, Ste 104, Denton, TX 76201 

Wayne H, Alt Chair opened the meeting at 1:30pm with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Rick 
W. read “Why We Need a Conference” 

Committee Chair Reports: 

Convention, Roy A. Chair  convention67@neta65.org provided a hand out for the next assemblies. 
See Fall Assembly worksheet. We don’t have the last bill from the Fall Assembly yet, but are looking at [costs] 
noted costs, Fall $1600. Spring $876. Summer $439. Budgeted for $6000 [in expenses] so we are under budget. Joe 
H. Alt. Chair added the Sheraton McKinney was $1000/day for the big room, ($110.00) required 50 rooms [to be 
booked] for Friday and Saturday nights [to cover costs]. Hospitality for the Fall Assembly cost $350-$375. 
Minimum revenue $16.50. $11,000 in rooms (the hotel made from us).  

Treasurer, Sheila W.  treasurer67@neta65.org Nothing changed much since the Assembly.    

Alt. Treasurer, Brandy H.  altreasurer67@neta65.org I encourage everyone to review their expenses 
turned in and funds received. If there are any corrections needed, please let me know. 65% of advanced funds have 
been accounted for. Please turn in expenses for 2017 no later than January 31, 2018.  

Alt. Secretary, Sarah P.,  altsecretary67@neta65.org read the minutes from the last ACM Meeting 
on 7/9/17 in Abilene. Corrections noted by Jamie C. Treatments 12th step group, Kevin H. DCM not DMC. 11-4 
“Meet and “Greet.” Motion to approve by Tina P., Kevin H. seconded. Minutes approved with corrections. 

Alt Secretary, Sarah P. Fall 2017 newsletter deadline is October 28. The mail-out is 11/12/17 @ the Colony Group 
@ 10:30am. 5201 S. Colony Blvd, Ste 525, Colony, TX 75056. Mail-outs: Winter 2018 is 2/18/18 @ Texoma #1. 
District 24. Spring 2018 is 4/29/18 Group? Summer 2018 is 7/29/18 Group? Fall 2018 is 10/28/18. Group? Any 
group or district that is willing to host one of our mail-outs please let me know. 

Alt Chair, Wayne H.  67altchair@neta65.org Thank You for the opportunity to serve as your 
Alternate Chair for NETA 65 Panel 67. I look forward to providing assistance to any Group. District or member of 
NETA 65. I am looking for people who are willing to assist as presenters for NETA 65 Workshops. Please see me 
and give me your contact information. There are a number of established workshop topics. Please see me to get a 
list. We are also willing to help with additional workshop topics. Call me to discuss your ideas for a workshop. If 
your group or District is interested in having a workshop please let me know how we can be of assistance. 

Workshops completed recently:  
• District 22 CPC Workshop Aug 13th 2017 Wylie Group   
• 3 Legacy Sponsorship Language of the Heart Group 16 July 2017  
• How To Chair A Meeting Big Book Group Rockwall August 6, 2017  
• Service Outside the Home Group Language of the Heart Group 8-20-2017  
• How To Chair A Meeting District 91 St. Albane’s Church in Waco 9-2-2017 6-9 PM 
• Sponsorship Big Country Conference Abilene Texas 9-3-2017 
• How To Chair A Meeting Big Country Conference Abilene Texas 9-2-2017 
• APATHY in AA Language of the Heart Group 9-24-2017 1:30 to 4:30 PM 

Presently we have the following workshops already scheduled: 
• Safety and Respect in AA Bedford Barr Street Group 2045 Bedford Rd (Bedford First Baptist Church) Bedford 

TX 76021. 10/28/17 2-4:30 PM 
• MYTHS in AA District 91 St. Albane’s Church in Waco. 11/4/2017 6-9 PM 
• How to Chair a Meeting Cleburne Alco. 11/12/17 1:30-4:30 PM 413 E Henderson St., Cleburne, TX 76031 
• Sponsorship; A solution to Apathy in AA 11/19/17 12:00-2:00 PM. Texoma 1 Group 300 W Morgan St., 

Denison, TX 75020 
• Safety and Respect in AA 12/3/17 2:30-5:00 PM Texoma 1 Group 300 W Morgan St., Denison, TX 75020 
• Apathy in AA 12/16/17 1:30-4:30pm McKinney Miracle Group. 1615 W Louisiana St., McKinney, TX 75069 
• Sponsorship 2/24/18 1:30-4:30 PM McKinney Miracle Group. 1615 W Louisiana ST McKinney, TX 75069 
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There are at least four others in the works right now. The further in advance you plan your workshops, the better. 
Several other workshops in the planning stage. Information about upcoming Workshops will be posted on the 
NETA 65 Calendar as they are finalized. The Translations Committee wanted everyone to know that they are 
available to Translate at your workshops. Please contact Jamie C. (Translations Committee Chair) to arrange for 
that service.  

Alt Delegate, Tina P.   altdelegate67@neta65.org the upcoming events has not changed since the Fall 
Assembly. [See the Fall Assembly minutes] For the SW Regional Forum, registration starts at 2pm and Orientation 
at 6:30pm. The Forum will start at 7pm and Patrice forwarded the list of folks from the GSO that will be at the 
Regional Forum: Bob S.; Clement C./Corrections; Karen H./Records; Irene/GV; and Patrick C./Communications. 
There will be presentations, workshops, sharing sessions, and an Orientation for first time attendees.  If someone 
would like to share a ride, please contact me and I will take the car. Otherwise I will ride my bike. Remember Nov. 
10-11 in Irving next year for the State Convention in 2018. There are plenty of service opportunities. Keep this in 
mind for your sponsees. The following year, the 73rd TX State Convention will be in Houston. 

Delegate, Keith D.  delegate67@neta65.org Nothing new to report but I have plenty of General 
Service Conference report books. If groups or districts want them, please take them. Obviously with the digital 
version available, we will be ordering fewer printed copies. I did submit the censure [as approved from the Fall 
Assembly] and I did receive a confirmation. It is not on the [GSB] dash board yet.  

? there was a question if the yellow cards are available? KD. Yes, but I do not know if it is available in Spanish. 
Keith H. confirmed that there are some yellow cards available at the Fort Worth Central Office. 

Chair Olga R.  chair67@neta65.org asked the Structure Committee Chairs to provide their report:  

Structure Committee, Jim C., Past Delegate Panel 61,  netadelegate61@att.net read his report that 
that they met on 7/30/17 at Mid-Cities Group in Hurst to consider a motion presented by Patsy E., Mid-Cities 
Group GSR via Sandy L. District 61, Alt. DCM, forwarded from the Summer Area Committee meeting as follows: 

“All budget increases above the approved budge amounts are submitted to the Finance Committee for 
review prior to being brought to the Assembly for a vote.”  

After much discussion and careful consideration, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend the following 
to the motion maker as a possible revision of the motion: 

“Modify Section 3.2 of the NETA Policies and Procedures as follows: “Where the Area Assembly has 
approved a budget, the Area Treasurer share adhere to budget constraints, reporting to the Area Committee 
whenever expenses will exceed budgeted amounts. Any requests for budget increases above the approved 
budget amount shall be submitted to the Finance Committee for review and comment prior to being 
brought to the Area Committee.” 

The Committee’s recommendation aligns with the wording of the motion as initially presented with the wording of 
the current NETA Policies and Procedures. Furthermore, the Committee noted that the recommended wording 
would not add any more time to the current budget increase process. Respectfully submitted, Jim C. (61) 
Committee Chairman. The motion maker has the opportunity to make a new motion, accept the recommendations 
from the committee, or drop it.  

Ad Hoc Committee for Emails & Technology, Chris W. Webmaster  webmaster67@neta65.org 
Nothing yet to report. 

Ad Hoc Committee for GSRs: Room Share Coordinator, Sandy L.  
Not present. Patsy E. noted nothing to report. 

Archives, Frank W. 972-834-3080. archives67@neta65.org No official report since the Fall Assembly. The Grape-
a-thon was a huge success with standing room only. Then we did the Colony Group yesterday. The Archives is 
starting to think of a digital display, a presentation. I spoke with Arthur about a technology platform and we are 
also talking about trying to rotate the archives and not make it so difficult to transport and display. Conducting an 
inventory at this time, but determining the dollar value of the collection is irrelevant. The value is not relevant.  

? Are the archives insured? FW: No. If burns up and it is insured, then we would need to go out and buy new 
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replacements. 

Archivist/Historian, Eddie T.  eddiet1960@hotmail.com No report. 

Corrections, Nicole S. Chair  nicolebella05@gmail.com since we met in Sept. I have had 3 GSO 
requests from inmates, both of them where no one was taking in AA meetings yet. One of the members at the East 
Texas multi-use facility wanted to know is there anyone getting into the prison, and then GSO sent two inmate 
responses. I have communicated with Clint Morris at TDCJ, and waiting to hear back about AA members requests 
to take AA meetings into the jails. We need to know who we can speak with (warden or someone else). The 3rd 
request was taken care of. Tool in District 42. Someone contacted corrections for Denton or Collin County jails and 
get that information out.  

The Corrections Convention/Workshop will be 12/9/17 at the Anchor Group 1:30-4:30pm. 1608 Commerce Street., 
Gainesville. I am still working on the agenda and hope to have an inmate speaking at the event. Q&A for the event.  
There is no flyer for the event yet.  Hopefully to be attended by people who are interested in taking meetings into 
the jails/prisons.  

The first National Corrections Conference (Area 38 Eastern Missouri) will be Nov. 10-12, 2017 at the Doubletree Hotel, 
1973 Craigshire, St. Louis, MO. 63146. 314-434-0100 room rate $109 www.nationalcorrectionsconference.org. 

I have been encouraged to give a bid to host the next Corrections Conference in NETA. The host area must pay 
their own way. The current corrections convention committee has 14 people. Hosting the 2018 or 2019 National 
Corrections conference to be held in our area scares me. And area workshop is quite difficult. I would like to know 
if the DCMs can let me know about hosting a national conference for corrections. I will attend the first one in 
November to learn more. Since encouraged to do this bid, I have not contacted the committee members involved in 
this. The hosting committee would fund the event.  

? What are the requirements for the convention? NS: We do not know at this time. ? When you go to the event in 
St. Louis, why not bring back information for the groups and districts? NS: Yes. ? Jim C. Is the GSO supporting 
this event or who is involved? Keith D. the national conferences are all similarly structured. None are officially 
sponsored by the GSO, but yes, they are supported? Jim C. Who from GSO is to be involved? KD: Speak with the 
regular corrections desk. 

Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC), Tom G., Chair, 0 cpc67@neta65.org 
Nothing new to report. 

Grapevine/LaViña, Janice S. Chair  Grapevine67@neta65.org Not present. Lore L, Secretary noted 
that there were 62 people at the event with standing room only. This was a big jump from the previous Grape-a-
thon which had less than 20 people. 

Intergroups, Deb S. . intergroup67@neta65.org so far it has been successful and have visited 14 
intergroups so far this year. All at least once, some twice. Meeting with the Fort Worth Central Office this next 
week. Working with Gwen W. on Bridging the Gap programs. Next year Gwen and I will be going to Tyler after 
the Orientation in February 2018. I will be having shoulder surgery later this month.  

? Tom D. When is the Fort Worth Chili Cook off? DS: Feb 17th 11am to 4pm? Tom D. Dallas is having difficulties 
with sobriety chips and their revenues are down. People not buying books and chips. Waco is reporting similar 
issues. Dallas Intergroup meeting said normal literature sales but nothing distressing. One member reported that the 
Fort Worth Central Office Summer treasurer’s report shows that the area is having low attendance, and thus 
receiving low funds. Revenues do go up and down, but our central offices need to support. 

Literature/AV, Stephen S.  literature67@neta65.org Nothing new to report. 

Newsletter Editor, Dee D.  Neta65neweletter@gmail.com Nothing new to report.  

PI, Clyde R. Chair.  publicinfo67@neta65.org Nothing new to report. 

Webmaster, Chris W. Nothing new to report 

Translations, Jamie C. Chair 8  Translation67@NETA65.org At the Fall area Assembly, the Hispanic 
community really provided support and attendance was increased. I would like to thank Manuel C., the DCM for 
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District 90, as he has invited a lot of the GSRs to attend. It was the largest number of Hispanic members to attend 
such a meeting. We hope that this will be the same in the meeting [Assembly] in Texarkana. 

Treatment, Gwen W. Chair.  Treatment67@neta65.org Not present, no report. 

3:00pm  Break 

3:15pm Olga R. Chair, opened Unfinished Business 

Presentations for Alternate Chair positions - none.  

Special Needs / Accessibility Committee Chair presentation of Buckley S. Standing for the position and 
presented his service resume. Recommendation seconded by Jamie C. No opposition. Buckley is the new Special 
Needs Chair.   

Next ACM locations, Winter (2/11/18) St. Alban’s Church Episcopal Church, 305 & 30th St., Waco, TX 76710 
The Texas group will be hosting (Dist. 91). Spring (4/8/18) Location? 

Next Assembly locations, Spring 2018: March 16-18, 2018. Location:  The Colony, The Colony Marriott at 
Cascades. 5917 Stone Creek Drive, The Colony, TX 75056. 469-287-0372 Room Cost - $ 104 per night includes 
Breakfast. Hotel Reservation Deadline 2/23/18 Host: District 21. Summer 2018: June 8-10, 2018. Location: 
Texarkana. Wyndham Garden Hotel Texarkana. 5301 North Stateline Ave., Texarkana, TX 75503. 903-792-3222. 
Room Costs - $ 69-74 per night. Hotel Reservation Deadline 05/31/18. Host:  Texarkana. 

Motion from the Structure Committee, Patsy E. has accepted the new language from the Structure Committee. 
Tom has seconded the motion. 

? Brandy H. When someone needs an increase, how would it go? Phil E. said the person would submit to the 
treasurer, the treasurer would convene the Finance Committee. Jim C. – the maker of the motion was looking for 
oversight. We would get the Finance Committee to view first before the next ACM and then to the agenda for the 
next Assembly for a vote. 

Olga R. reminder that we are just voting to approve the motion to go forward to the next assembly in the spring.  

All in Favor: Ayes. Opposition: none. Motion will be forwarded to the Spring Assembly. 

New Business  

Orientation Schedule 2018: 

1/14/2018. Downtown Suburban Group. 1034 E. Lake St., Tyler, TX 

1/21/2018. Eastland Group, 302 N. College St., Eastland, TX (Rocky M, DCM 71 said he will verify the date and 
get it approved) 

1/28/2018. Nuevo Horizonte Group, 3302 N. Main, Ft. Worth, TX  

Orientation Agenda: will be the same at each orientation and cover the following: AA Structure, Groups, GSRs, 
DCMs, GSR Share Experience, DCM Share Experience, presenting details of the Area Officers, Area Committees, 
Standing Committees, Additional Committees, Assemblies, the General Service Conference, General Service 
Board, Operating Organizations, Miscellaneous events (SWARAASA, SWRDA, FORUMS), Robert’s Rules of 
Order & Process of a Motion. 

Last year the orientation at the Spanish speaking group had terrific attendance and was very crowded. There were 
not enough chairs and it was difficult to hear. We need a larger place to support the attendance. Discussions to 
collaborate between groups and the DCM in District 62, David. Tom D. Alt DCM District 54 volunteered to co-
host to speak with Manuel C, DCM District 90. 

? Jamie C. Are we looking at the budgetary issues for the orientations? Sheila W. Yes, the budget of $2000 will be 
maintained by the Chair, Olga R. The workshop after the orientations in Prosper was handled by the Prosper Group 
with District support. 

Spring Workshop, Wayne H. Alt Chair, noted that after the Spring Assembly we asked people to show up. We 
came up with a workshop for the orientation and the focus of the GSR and the groups. We discussed the importance 
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of communications and the importance of participating in the mock committee process and why we would be doing 
it. District 21 and 22 did this. It is already being looked at prior to the spring assembly for 2018. It is important to 
how to be prepared for the Spring Assembly and why it is important to participate.  

Phil E. the workshop was well attended and had participation from all over the area. Kevin H. district 53 asked why 
these topics cannot be added to the orientation. WH: There is not enough time. Jamie C. Are you making yourself 
available for all workshops between the orientation and the spring assembly? WH: Yes, we can pack as many of 
these workshops into that time as possible. Lore L recommended that they prepare a flyer to encourage 
participation, need in both English and Spanish. WH: The tentative date is 2/17/18. This workshop is to be more 
hands on and the Roberts rules of orders and the process of a motion are presented. This really helps to introduce 
the system as an introduction for the assemblies. 

? Will the area conduct an inventory for the area this year? Olga R., it could be scheduled for November 2017. 

? Does NETA want to bid on the National Correction Conference. Olga R. yes, we are behind Nicole. 

What’s on Your Mind? Keith D. Delegate. 

• Provide some means for viewing the Assembly such as SKYPE. Discussion included how to allow people to 
attend AA events where the technology is viable. Prepare the format to determine how to vote and how to ask 
questions on video. Will it diminish our attendance? Considering live streaming on a test basis. What functions 
would be allow? would it be possible for the orientation? What about SKYPE for the orientation? What about 
live stream vs. video. Lee Alt. GSR for the Texas Group noted that he has done live streaming for their group 
conscience meetings. 

• Discussions about the Fall Convention. What needed to be done for improvement? Attendance issues. To either 
do it well or cancel it. Possibly create a committee to do the convention? Or removing the convention 
completely. Rick W. noted that they had to strong arm people into paying for the convention. Need to talk 
about the importance of the GSO and SW regional trustee being in attendance.  

• Brandy H. What about a presentation for incoming chairs. What does having a committee mean and how to fill 
out an expense report, how to run the committee.  

• Lore L. what about considering a service workshop to help train chairs, cover understanding of their reporting 
and fiduciary responsibilities.  

• Nicole S. discussed the Orange Can reporting requirements and the confusion groups have with their 
contributions.  

• Sarah P. recommends having a technology committee. Also, go back to timing committee reports. Have the 
chairs to actually have a real report and not have a dialogue with the body. 

• Kevin H. request for the area room sharing coordinator (Sandy L.) to eblast contacts for room sharing. 
• ? Patsy E. when was it voted on at the GS Conference about the change of names Special Needs versus 

Accessibility Chair? Why are not in with alignment with the GSO? The position has been empty. 
• Sarah P. noted that the NETA Policies & Procedures say Special Needs / Accessibility. 

Motion to close made by Sarah P. Seconded by Larry N. ACM closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 




